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raw milk is...

dirty

dangerous

healthy
natural

spiritual

expensive

illegal
delicious

deadly
silly

indulgent

irrelevantfor kooks

bullshit













SMAC











Thomas Jersey Dairy O157 Outbreak
Identified in April 1993

14 lab-confirmed cases over 18 months

sales continued despite health department 
objections

legal entanglements eventually killed it















Lakeside Dairy Herd Testing













Prevalence of Raw Milk Consumption 
Among Adults by Education
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FoodNet Population Survey, 2002



“Did you drink raw milk in the last week?”

Overall, 3.5% said “yes”















Regulating Raw Milk: Pros and Con

Dangerous product

Hazard not always 
appreciated by public

Bans reduce illness

Medical costs reduced

No known benefits

Cheap and safe 
alternative

Taste?

Freedom

Consistency

Pro Con















Is Regulation Necessary?
Absolute vs. relative risk

Regulation vs. common law liability

This is not the 1920s

Not many cases

Easy pickings for epidemiologists

Should we care more about these people’s kids 
than they do?










